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Reporting the Death of an Annuitant- Do I Keep the Payment this Month?

Most retirement annuities are entitlements – “earned” and are paid ‘retrospectively’- in other words, the
check you receive ‘this month’ is based on qualifying conditions in the previous month. A check received in
December is based on November information. Some programs are based on need and are paid based on financial
status in the current month.
For Railroad Retirement Benefits (RRB), Social Security (SSA, SSDI, OASDI), Retired Military Annuitants
(DFAS), Civil Service Annuitants (CSA) and Virginia Retirement Systems recipients (VRS), benefits are paid
retrospectively and contribute to the budget for the prior month: Payment received in December is for November
etc.. Recipients of Supplemental Security Income (SSI) are paid prospectively, and are paid in the month they are to
contribute to: Payment received in December is for December etc..
Most of these programs have a required number of days the recipient must be alive during the budget month
to qualify for payment. This requirement varies from program to program. Reporting the death of a recipient
(annuitant, beneficiary) should be done as soon as possible. Information and documents that will be required for all
benefits are:
 Name
 Date of death
 Benefit claim number
 Copy of death certificate
Depending on the issuing agency, the check received in the month of death may or may not be recovered.
Reporting the event immediately will help to ensure timely recovery if appropriate, and prevent overpayment and
recovery fees, penalties and expenses.
Benefits delivered via direct deposit are usually recovered directly from the bank account. It is imperative
that you take this possibility into account and make sure there is enough money in the account to cover any
withdrawals/payments that may be charged to that account.
Managing this in conjunction with taking care of all the other routine caregiver tasks can be overwhelming.
You can find specific reporting information on the following websites:
Social Security and SSI:
DFAS:
CSA/CSRS (Civil Service):
VRS:

www.ssa.gov
www.dfas.mil
www.opm.gov
www.varetire.org

Information for this article was obtained from the above websites. Contact Hook Law Center for assistance
with negotiating the inevitable maze.
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How Cat's Show Affection
Hook Law Center: Kit Kat, how do cats show affection?

Kit Kat: Most people think cats are not very affectionate. But that couldn't be further from the truth. In fact, cats are
extremely affectionate, they just show it differently than dogs. So how do cats show affection? Everybody knows cats
purr when they're content, but do they know that when a cats rubs against you, head-bumps your face, or pushes
against you (called bunting) that they are actually showing you love. When the cats do one of the above behaviors,
they are leaving their scent on you--a sign of true love.
Another way cats show their love is by rolling. When a cat throws himself/herself at your feet and rolls on
his/her side, it's a sign they are inviting you to pet, touch, or hold them. Being on their stomach, is a vulnerable
position, so if they present themselves in this way, they are putting total trust in you. They're saying, "I'm really into
you, and you can pet as much as you want."
Cats also show affection by bringing you gifts. One of my sister cats, Misty, loves to deliver voles to our side
door. She loves staying outside late in the summer, and that is when she catches them. Then she deposits them at
our side door or near our garage doors.
Finally, cats show their love by the places they choose to sleep. We cats need a lot of sleep--about 16 hours
per day. So where we choose to sleep, another vulnerable condition, is another indication of our feelings. If we sleep
on your bed or on you, we are saying we love you. We could pick a thousand places to sleep, but if we choose you
or where you have left your scent, our actions are speaking for us. (Information taken from Amy Shojai, CABC, "How
Cats Love," cats.about.com, 12/7/12.)

Life situations change. Be sure your Estate Plan reflects your life-today.
Our Estate Planning attorneys will be happy to review your current plan and make any changes
needed. Give us a call today to schedule your appointment..

Hook Law Center

757-399-7506

www.hooklawcenter.com

January 2, 2013
Volume 20, Issue 1
pg. 4

NEWS
Upcoming Events

Hook Law Center is presenting a seminar on Long-Term Care, Estate and Life Care Planning and Veteran's
Benefits at Centerville Baptist Church on January 17, 2013 at 11:30 a.m.
Hook Law Center is presenting a seminar on Long-Term Care and Estate Planning at Lake Prince Woods,
100 Anna Goode Way, Suffolk, VA 23435 on January 25, 2013 at 2 p.m. To r.s.v.p., please call 757- 9235500 or 757-399-7506.
Hook Law Center will be speaking on the subject of Making an Elder Law Practice More Efficient at the
VAELA Conference on February 23, 2013 in Charlottesville, VA.
Hook Law Center is hosting a reception to benefit the Chesapeake Humane Society at Hook Law Center's
Suffolk location, 5806 Harbour View Blvd., Suite 203, Suffolk, VA 23435 on March 14, 2013.
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